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AUDITION PREPARATION PROCEDURES FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 7-12 

All incoming 7th-12th grade students interested in attending SCPA must pass an artistic audition.  The audition 
will be scheduled and confirmed only after SCPA has received a completed application with all supporting 
materials.  Incomplete applications will not be processed.  Incoming students entering 7th - 12th grade may 
audition in up to four areas of their choice, including technical theater, but are only required to audition in one 
area.   
 
CREATIVE WRITING AUDITION REQUIREMENTS 
Complete the writing profile essay and literary critique on pages 2-4 of this packet and bring this with you to 
your audition.  You must also provide a poem that focuses on a historic event, a short story (300-500 words) 
and at least 3 additional writing samples of your choice.  You will be rated on technical detail, organization, 
creativity of expression, and sense of purpose.   We prefer “creative” pieces that have been written out of a love 
of writing rather than for school assignments.  At the audition, all students will be assigned a writing prompt to 
be written on-site in 15 minutes.   
 

    CREATIVE WRITING PART 1 – PROFILE ESSAY        
 
 
Student Profile - please respond to each of the questions below 
and submit the required portfolio pieces in Part 3. 
 
Part 1: The Basics 
1. Do you believe that you are a writer? If so, why? If not, why not? 
2. What kind of writer are you? What forms/styles/genres do you enjoy? 
3. What inspires you to write? 
4. Would you like to pursue writing as a career? If so, why? If not, why not? 
 
Part 2: Writers as Readers 
1. Name an author that you admire and explain why. 
2. How do you know when something you're reading is an example of good writing? 
3. If you could be a character in any book that you have read, who would you be and why? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student’s Name______________________ 

Age___________ Current Grade________ 

Parent Signature _____________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Please use a separate piece of paper if you need room to finish your essay.  You are not limited to this length. This must accompany 

your application.) 

 
 

CREATIVE WRITING PART 2 – LITERARY CRITIQUE        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Literary Critique 
 

v Required for grades 7-12: 
 

o How do you know that this piece is a poem? 
o What does the poet think that "hope" is? 
o Who is speaking in the poem? 
o Please mark the syllables in each line of the 

poem. 
o What sort of rhyme is Emily Dickinson using? 
o How does her use of poetic meter impact the 

poem? 
o Do you agree with Emily Dickinson's 

metaphor, why/why not? 
o Create a metaphor for "hope." 

 

“HOPE” 

"Hope" is the thing with feathers— 
That perches in the soul— 
And sings the tune without the words— 
And never stops—at all— 
 
And sweetest—in the Gale—is heard— 
And sore must be the storm— 
That could abash the little Bird 
That kept so many warm— 
 
I've heard it in the chillest land— 
And on the strangest Sea— 
Yet, never, in Extremity, 
It asked a crumb—of Me.  

Emily Dickinson 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Please use a separate piece of paper if you need room to finish your essay.  You are not limited to this length.  This must accompany 

your application.) 
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