Summer reading
Grade 7
Summer 2016
Texts
Witnesses to Freedom: Young People Who Fought for Civil Rights, by Belinda Rochelle.
A Mighty Long Way: My Journey to Justice at Little Rock Central High School, by
Carlotta LaNier
Focus question
How does adversity shape a person’s identity?
Essay
Read both assigned texts.
In an essay, discuss three of the people described in the assigned texts - choose
Carlotta LaNier and two of the people in Witness to Freedom. For each person, explain how
that person experienced adversity, and how that experience affected or changed that person.
Your essay will be at least five paragraphs long, and include an introduction, at least
three well-organized body paragraphs, and a conclusion. It will answer the focus question
clearly, thoroughly supported by specific details from the text. It will follow the rules of correct
English, and be carefully revised for good spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
Your essay will be part of your grade for the first quarter.
Submission
Your essay will be due on the first day of school. It will be a neat-looking final draft. You
have three submission options:
1. Typed, submitted on paper.
2. Neatly printed by hand in blue or black pen on looseleaf paper.
3. Written online as a Google Drive document, and shared with me at
joneshe@cpsboe.k12.oh.us. Please choose ‘can edit’ from your list of sharing levels.

Where to get books
The public library will not have enough copies of these books for every student, and
difficulty in getting the book from the library will not be a valid excuse for a missing or late essay.
Students requiring a library copy should put it on hold as soon as they get this assignment in
May.
New copies of books will be available at Joseph-Beth Booksellers. If they sell out, ask at
the information desk; they can special-order them for you.
Inexpensive used copies of books are often available online at www.amazon.com.

